
July 4, 2021 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Independence Day 

‘”Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, rebels who have rebelled against me...” Ezekiel 2:3

Dear Friends; 

 

Two weeks ago the president signed a bill making Juneteenth, the nineteenth of June, an official Federal Holiday. It is officially 

named Juneteenth National Independence Day. This day commemorates the announcement of General Order Number 3 by General 

Gordon Granger in Galveston on June 19, 1865.  The order proclaimed the freedom of enslaved people in Texas, the last state of the 

Confederacy with institutionalized slavery. The order enforced the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 by President Lincoln. Slavery 

and the Civil War are scars on United States history that we are still trying to heal. Juneteenth is a step in what spiritual directors call 

“the healing of memories.” 

 

Ancient Israel considered itself the Chosen People of God. God had chosen them and liberated them from Egypt and brought them to a 

land they could call their own. God forms a covenant relationship with them. As part of the bargain they are to remember the holiness 

of God by their just treatment of others.  They had forgotten God and worshiped false gods. False gods come in many forms: money, 

power, control, nationalism, commerce, slavery and convenient forgetfulness. Just because they were the Chosen People did not mean 

that they were perfect. Ezekiel will tell them they have condemned themselves because of their injustice toward the innocent. 

 

Jesus is preaching to his home town. He was related to most of the people in that small community. They think they already know 

him. Despite what they have heard him doing elsewhere, they were not open to his message of the Good News of the Reign of God. 

The result of their lack of confidence was he was not able to work many miracles there. 

 

We don’t like to listen to people who tell us difficult things. This makes the job of prophet difficult. Ezekiel has what God calls a 

“rebellious audience” and Jesus has resistant listeners. But in order to grow we need to look honestly at ourselves, our families and 

culture. We must listen to the prophets who tell us the things we do not want to hear. We can resist the prophetic message by 

disparaging the messenger. We can hide from the truth in false narratives and myths that we create. I believe the more emotionally 

something works us up, the more only one side of the story is being told. The only way to be whole is to face all the facts. 

 

On this Independence Day it is good to be patriotic and give thanks to God for all the good with which this country has been blessed. 

But a mature patriotism also recognizes that there has been much in our history for which we need to do penance. Pope John Paul II 

once said “the line between good and evil runs through the center of the human heart.” That goes for the hearts of nations. There can 

be no peace and reconciliation until there is confession and restitution.  

 

Juneteenth is part of the process of confession. We admit as a country we are not perfect. History is more complicated than patriotic 

slogans. The fight for Texas independence in 1836 from Mexico is glorified in Untied States mythology. Mexico is demonized 

whereas the rebels are glorified as heroes. The Texas rebellion was for freedom but not for everyone. 

 

Mexico had outlawed slavery in 1829. This was thirty years before the United States ended slavery. It was accomplished without a 

civil war. In 1830 Mexico closed the borders to illegal Yankee immigrants to Mexican Texas. Part of the reason for the closure was 

the flood of illegal Yankees. These illegals were bringing numerous slaves. Mexico was protecting its national territorial sovereignty. 

(Something we now claim to do in the U.S.) Also Mexico was trying to prevent slave trafficking in its territories.  

 

A lot of wealth was made in the southern states on the back of slavery. The United States invaders into Mexican Texas did not want to 

give up slavery. After seceding from Mexico over the issue of slaves, Texas would secede again with the Confederate States in 1861 

in order to maintain slavery. After the 1836 defeat and slaying of the rebel combatants at the Alamo, General Santa Anna freed the 

slave of Jim Bowie and another black man who were in the chapel. The following years until the end of the Civil War there was an 

underground railroad through Texas to Mexico for slaves that sought freedom.  

 

On this Independence Day let us recall the full story of our history. With hearts purified let us celebrate a true love of country with 

contrition and gratitude. May God bless our country as God bless all the countries of our world! 

 

Peace,     

Fr Ron                  
This letter is available on line/Esta carta está en el sitio web: anne.church 


